*    The Rope Trick    *

vigilance on the river and on the roads. The guards
were trebled and frequently inspected, but to distract
attention from so unusual a measure a series of elabo-
rate public entertainments was organised, nominally in
celebration of the Kwechi Min's accession. It had be-
come obvious that he could no longer be called by that
name, and Yazathingyan, after a confabulation with
certain delegates from the Brahmanic College of As-
trologers, decided that he should henceforth be known
by the honorific title of Narathihapate. Every day fresh
amusements were devised. The populace never seemed
to go to bed. The prohibition against leaving the city
passed unnoticed when it was everyone's desire to enter
or remain there.

Yazathingyan was helped at this time by a fortunate
chance. A travelling company of illusionists had arrived
a few days previously from Bengal. These people were
reputed to be adepts in the rope trick, a rare feat of
which everyone had heard, but which no one had seen.
The Chief Minister first satisfied himself through his
agents that the Indians belonged to the esoteric circle
of prestidigitators, and then arranged for them to give
a demonstration in the open space before the palace.

At the time appointed a crowd collected, forming a
semicircle from the covered platform on which Nara-
thihapate, Queen Saw and the court were accommo-
dated. The performers were two men only; their pro-
perties a rope and a vehicle like a cabin on wheels. This
had a door, but no windows. The performance began
by the men seating themselves on the ground within
the semi-circle, where they remained quite motionless
for a time, the rope coiled beside them. But some sort
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